Macao 2005, 4" East Asian Games

The Macao 2005, 4™ East Asian Games will be beld from Saturday, 29 October 2005 (o0 Sunday, 6 November 2005, An estimated
6,000 people, including participating athletes, technical officials, coaches, leaders, VIPs, celebrities, members of the Olympic Family and
representatives from the medin are expected (o gather in Macao to take part in thiz innovative quadrennial regional event.

It is in this unprecedented sports reunion that the agility, perseverance and determination of the participating athletes ean be heartfel
Besides, the Games also present & serics of “top of the world sports competitions™ which goes beyond country borders and promotes
communications. Macao will turn into an evolving city and a hub of large scale sports activities with interest in development of fourism
and promotion of citizen culture. Thanks o the upcoming edition of East Asion Games, o source of energy will be generated in the East
Asian region to create a new era and open a path of prosperity for the world.

At the 3 Coordination Meeting of the East Asian National Obvmpic Committees (EANCC) held in Shanghan, China on 27 January
1992, the Coordination Committes of the East Asian Cames Assocmation (EAGA) was officially established with memibers including the
People's Republic of China; Democratic People’s Republic of Korea; Hong Kong, China: Japan; Korea; Macao, China; Mongolia; Chiness
Taipel and Guam (assocuite member).

As regulated by Olympac Council of Asia (OCA), the general objectives of the Association are (o promote the Olympic Movement and
to coordinate and promote the sports exchange and cooperation in the East Asian region,

Shanghai, China hosted the first edition of the Games from 9 o 18 May 1993; Busan, Korea the sccond edition from 10 to 1% May
1997 and Osaka, Japan the third edition from 19 to 27 May 2001.

It was af the 11 EAGA Council Meeting held tn Guarm in March 199% that Macao was swarded the right and hooor (o host the 4t
East Asian Games,

Since the establishment of the Macao Special Administrative Region (SAR) on 20 December 1999, the Government has demonstrated
its full support towards this regional event through its dedicated policics and actions to ensure the successful organization of the 4% East
Asian Games. Based on a comprehensive study on existing facilities and the major needs of the SAR, a general plan on sports infrastructure
was developed in 2000,

While the development of spont tourism is one of the SAR Government's objectives, o significant level of resources is allocated on
sporis events including the 4% East Asian Games, the 19 Lusofonia Games and the 2™ Asinn Indoor Games. The investment of the
Crovernment brooght about an increase in Macao's GDP per capita by over 15%. From the very beginning of its development, Macao has
nlways focused its attention on the policy of developing tramning centre and international conferences. Only through actively working
towards international standard, con Macao depreciate its investments and organize major activities in addition to the 4® East Asian Gumes.
In other words, it is necessary 1o actively develop seminars, conferences and exhibitions in Macao and create all necessary conditions 10
make up madequacies in the arcas of sport, culture, education and parking facilities.

The many preparutory works of the 4% East Asian Games bepan in earnest following the official establishment of the Maceo 2005 East
Asian Games Coordination Office in July 2000, On 1 January 2002, the Coordination Office was replaced by the Macao 4% East Asian
Games Organipnng Committee, Lid, (MEAGOC) to continge the importanl mission o conceive, plan, prepire, promote and organise a
successiul East Asin Games.

A diversity of 17 popular sports are included in the 4'% East Asian Games, namely athletics. dragonboat, basketball, bowling,
dancesport, foothall, gymnastics, weightlifting, hockey, karate-do, aquatics, rowing, soft tennis, taewondo, tenms, shooting and wushu,
734 medals will be awarded in 235 events. Among the sports, 11 are (Hympic sports, 4 are team sports, 3 are ball sports, 3 are combating
sports and 2 are water sports. 16 of the sports have both men’s and women's events,

Riding of the momentum of the 4® East Asian Games, Macao is plaving an important mole as a stanting pomt of large scale spors
evenis and spor tourism, in o bid io retsin international aiteniion on Asia, develop outsianding sport tourism and become an imporiant
player in the international sports commumity,

As described in the Olymipic Movement, sports activitics promote health. However, very often, many of the other positive features are
forgotien,  Sport activities facilitate personne] training, create jobs, sustain economic development, prevent vielence and promote peace.
Muoreover, sport activities encourage team spirit and leadership, suppon acceptanee of failure and recognition that there is no etemal
victory, as well as cultivate important ideas like discipline and perseverance,
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